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FROM OUR
PRESIDENT...

Greetings Canadian Shedders:
Our MSC Board is delighted to share this first
Newsletter with you. Now that we are in a position
to speak of our progress to date, we plan to
communicate on a more regular basis. Establishing a
new national organization is not a simple
undertaking but we are very excited about its
potential to be in the service of all Sheds.
...CONTINUED on Page 2
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OUR NEW NAME
Our voting member sheds attended a meeting in the
fall, and ratified "Men's Sheds Canada" as our new
name. Our new name appropriately places Men's
Sheds first. Your vote enabled your board to register
available domain names, e-mail addresses, and
commit to various corporate obligations.
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(continued)

Our MSC Board is a working board who has been meeting weekly to complete Director led
Committee assignments. Each of our six Directors is involved in several Committees.
Following our inaugural AGM last June, we created a number of working Committees to lay a
solid foundation for our organization. We focused our attention in key areas including: our
Constitution and By-Laws; securing immediate and long term funding; developing IT
infrastructure (MSC website, logo, national shed inventory); serving on the UWBC/HAC
Grants Review Committee; investigating best Charitable Status option for MSC; and
requesting meetings with federal Ministers and senior officials in various gov’t ministries to
promote the Men Shed movement. We are collaborating with United Way BC and Help Age
Canada to have them provide contract help for the balance of 2023 to  strengthen our
organization, and to achieve our target of 50 new Sheds in 2023. 

Our plans for the future include establishing an MSC Advisory Committee, create a volunteer
base with designated skills that MSC can draw upon when needed, and formally establishing
regional/provincial associations. We will continue to be in touch with our international
counterparts in New Zealand, Australia and United Kingdom. They have been enormously
generous with their advice and co-operation on Shed governance matters. We will also
continue to work closely with our partners – UWBC and HAC, and others, to serve Sheds
across Canada.

Finally, I really want to thank our Board members – Ray Verlage, Brian Sawyer, Kevin Ford,
Jim Millar and Paul Cook for their passion, commitment and diligence to MSC and the Men’s
Shed movement. Thank you also to Ross Finnie for the great assistance during your service
on the board and on the Constitution.

Men Helping Men,

Robert Goluch, 
President, MSC
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We have a new name and website to connect our members better and raise
awareness about the Men's Shed movement in Canada.

Mensshedscanada.ca features information about the organization, its history, and
its work in local communities. It also includes resources for men looking to start
their own sheds or improving existing Men's Sheds.

"We're thrilled to launch our new website and to have a platform that
allows us to connect with men across the country," said Kevin Ford,
Webmaster of Men's Sheds Canada. "Our organization is dedicated to
improving the lives of men through community building, and we believe
that this new website will help us reach even more people and make a
bigger impact."

Men's Sheds Canada plans to expand and improve its online presence to include
the development of an online community platform that will allow members to
connect and collaborate virtually.

"Looking to serve and connect our members is our mission" said Ford. "We believe
that our online presence is a key part of that, and we're excited about the new
developments that are in store."
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MSC Logo Contest
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MSC Logo Contest

Your digital design should be in the form of a common image format that we
can easily view, such as JPEG or PNG. If hard copy is your preference then a
scanned drawing is acceptable.
Any text should be readable, even in a small format for use on a letterhead.
We need a ‘square’ or ‘round’ version for social media and web icons, and an
‘elongated’ version for letterhead and web page headers.
Your design should be high contrast, so that it works in both dark-on-light
and light-on-dark applications.
You agree that your design, if selected, can be freely used by MSC for our
future promotional purposes without compensation or attribution.

You are invited to submit your own idea(s) for a design that represents the
national association. 
Ideally it will be simple enough to work at small scales (on letterhead, email
signatures, etc.) as well as on the website and promotional material. 

As background information, our national Mission is to ‘Serve and Connect Men’s
Sheds across Canada’ and our Vision is ‘A Shed for Every Man Who Wants One’.
So, the guidelines for submission are:

Your design(s) should be submitted by April 15 to Brian Sawyer through our
contest link:   https://www.mensshedscanada.ca/NationalOrg/LogoContest/ 
The MSC Board will review submissions from all applicants, and work with the
contest winner to develop the final formats. 

A copy of Barry Goldings book on the Men's Shed movement, a $200
dinner gift certificate, and the pride of contribution go to the winner.
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Membership Update

Director Jim Millar has been reaching out to Sheds from our list of AGM
attendees, the old website and from provincial organizations. Jim’s efforts have
focused on assuring that we have the correct Shed name, location, contact
information, number of Shedders and status (active, emerging, on hold…). 

Updating the membership list in March is the first step in improving our lines of
communications. Ultimately, we want to develop a system whereby Sheds can
connect with each other, share stories, best practise, and support the creation of
more Sheds all across Canada.
Jim’s calls have been well received and supportive of our efforts to gain traction
nationally. Of note, the Covid 19 Pandemic was a very difficult time for Sheds
with quite a number closing.  We need to continue ‘Men Helping Men’ for the
improvement of all Sheds.
The Board has chosen to consider Sheds to be ‘members’ if they attended our
Annual General Meeting or have since asked to be added to our listing. We won’t
be charging a membership fee until we have clearly established the criteria,
services and benefits of MSC membership.   We also have many individuals who
have asked to be on our contact list as associates/supporters to keep up on our
national activities and initiatives.
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Enthusiastic Men's Shed guy, Punch Jackson from Edmonton offers
Shedders a news reel type of weekly update on all things Men's Shed.
You can subscribe at no charge. We highly recommend Punch's
efforts to all Shedders.

Your Board of Directors have been busy interacting with Men's
Sheds associations in Australia, New Zealand, Scotland, the United
Kingdom, and right here at home with our provincial Men's Sheds
associations.

Of course we travelled economy on ZOOM Airwaves at internet
group rates. You can do THAT in your PJ's!

As the Rookie Team, we are working to get off to a good start by
getting all the advice possible.

http://www.mensshedscanada.ca/
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Get Involved!

Find your Purpose!

We need your energy

& experience!

You can impact a whole country!
This is the place to do it!
We are looking for additional board/committee  members, advisors,
newsletter publisher, and regional support. 
See a list of how you can flex your creative muscle by visiting our
website:
https://www.mensshedscanada.ca/NationalOrg/YouCanHelp/

The next Annual General Meeting is only four
months away. Give some thought to letting your
name stand as a board member.

http://www.mensshedscanada.ca/
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Mission, Vision 
& Values

Mission We Serve & Connect Men's Sheds 
Across Canada.

Vision

Values

A Shed For Every Man Who Wants One.

Integrity & Openness
We will be transparent in our actions, and accountable to our members
and associates.

Equality & Inclusion
Our work creates welcoming & diverse communities of respect,
companionship & purpose for all Shedders regardless of race, religious,
or cultural differences.

We demonstrate and promote leadership in everything we do, while
promoting grass roots autonomy of Sheds and regional Shed
associations.

Servant Leadership

Collaboration
We network with our members, associates, and like minded
organizations at the national, provincial and community levels to benefit
all Canadians.
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Funding News

HelpAge Canada and United Way BC have been administering grants on
our behalf for a few years now. Startup grants ($1,000) are intended to
help new Sheds (anywhere in Canada) get established with the essentials
for meeting and promoting their local efforts. 

Project grants (up to $10,000) are intended to assist Sheds in upgrading
essential infrastructure that will benefit Sheds and their communities.
The MSC Board is reviewing the criteria and goals for these grants to
ensure clarity, equity and effectiveness. It is exciting to talk with ‘new’
Shedders about their excitement in becoming part of a growing
movement, and to know they will have some resources to help bring
their vision into action.  

We are so pleased to have the enthusiastic ongoing support of a trust
fund for 2023. The primary ambitions being served this year will be to
establish the infrastructure of Men's Sheds Canada with promotional
tools, administrative process, and national outreach to start new sheds

National Funding

Shed Startup Grants

Charitable Organization Status

Canada Revenue Agency has recently changed the rules on how
charitable agencies and non-profits can work together for positive
community outcomes, but have yet to be clarified through practice. 
 MSC is actively seeking legal opinions and options for creating long
term funding/charitable donation opportunities while remaining a
grassroots organization and keeping our administrative infrastructure
minimal.
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We want toWe want toWe want to
hear from you!
hear from you!
hear from you!

What content would you like to see in future issues?
What resources would serve you best?
What activities are connecting well with your Men's Shed guys that
you would like to share?
Drop us a note to set up a call or video chat.
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